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The mission of St. Paul's Episcopal Church is to live out the love
of God as seen in Jesus Christ. We will with God’s help:
Discover God's presence in Word and Sacrament,
Share God’s word, Nurture God’s people,
Encourage congregational and personal growth on our shared journey, and
Act justly and peaceably.

Finally! Summer has arrived. We made it through another cold winter and
unpredictable spring. The time of the year to get out and enjoy the wonderful and beautiful
state we live in is upon us. It would be a shame to let the season go by without making
plans and provisions to reap the physical, emotional and spiritual benefits being out can
bring. This is our third summer together, and I'll say the same thing I've said the past two
years. Get out in those hills! Take some time to yourself, with a loved one and/or your
family. Go somewhere beautiful or peaceful; somewhere a relaxing drive’s distance away, .
and take a long, deep, cleansing breath—then another, and another. Get out and go, even if
you have to take a whole Sunday and miss church. Don’t miss this opportunity to feed your
soul and re-fill your soul’s tank from yet another spiritual source.

You may find it unconventional, if not downright strange, that your priest—the same
one who tells you how important your presence is to our worshipping life together—would
tell you to play hooky from church with his blessing. But that is exactly what I am doing;
and with good reason. So much of our life it seems has been dedicated to serving our
religion. We give time, talent and money to the church. We work rather hard at times,
often to our own physical and spiritual detriment, to make sure that the things get done here
and for those we serve. It is good work for sure. It is needed and many people depend on
our commitment. But let’s not be confused: Our lives do not exist to serve our religion.
Our religion exists to serve our lives. Now, before we go thinking we are the center of the
universe, there is yet another thing to consider. Our religion and our lives are here to serve
a part in God’s redeeming work—a work that is about all of humanity and all creation.

My point, of course, is this: Our lives require a healthy balance between all of the
positive spiritual forces in our lives, church being only one of them. If we are to devote the
whole of our lives to the workings of the church, we may find that we are neglecting another
important piece of the human experience. That is, our own spiritual needs. Yes, I agree,
the needs of the children of God are so vast that we can hardly fathom taking a break from
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God’s call to us to serve them. But let’s not forget that we, too, are children—we, too, have
our needs. Although our work through the church is important, and our presence in church
is important, we cannot sustain a healthy level of giving without a personal commitment to
rest and to renewal.

So as the beautiful weather of the summer months approaches, I'll say it again: Get
out there! Take a Sunday or two or whatever time you need. Go with our blessing! The
church will be here when you return. This is your home, and I promise you will be
welcomed back with open arms. I ask only these two things: In your time away, remember
to pray for the mission and ministry of your parish home. And stay connected to the church
in your commitment to the spirituality of giving by keeping your pledge current. Have some

fun! The people of God depend are depending on it.

LOOKING AHEAD

DEACON’S BENCH

Even though summer is creeping
around the corner your Outreach
Committee is hard at work either planning
or promoting several events for July and
August. We are not sure of the date for
Loaves and Fishes Sunday, but the
Committee will again provide the paper
sacks with grocery lists attached to help
you shop to replenish the shelves of Jeffco
Action Center. If transporting bags of
groceries is difficult, remember grocery
coupons from either King Soopers or
Safeway are also accepted.

This year we will be combining
National Night Out and the Community
Meal on the first Wednesday of August -
August 4®. Again we are working in
conjunction with the Eiber Neighborhood
Association, and will have all kinds of fun
activities available for kids of all ages.

The weekend of August 6™ — 8™ ,
the Outreach Committee is helping to
support Journeying Into Peace: Creating a
Culture of Nonviolence. The Leadership
Team of the Colorado Chapter of
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Episcopal Peace fellowship is working
with the national office of the Episcopal
Peace Fellowship, Creating a Culture of
Peace (CCP), St. John's Cathedral, Jubilee
Ministries and other organizations in the
ecumenical and secular peace and justice
communities to bring an exciting weekend
to Colorado. _

The Friday night session at St. .
John's Cathedral in Denver will include a
Peace Partners Fair with informational

~ booths showcasing the work of many like-

minded  organizations, and  the
opportunity to network over wine and
cheese. The fair will be accompanied by a
worship service with candle light, incense,
haunting music and images from around
the world, designed by Mishkhah. This
evening will be an opportunity to meet
others working for peace and justice and
learn about their programs.

On Saturday, the group will meet
at St. John's again for a sample of the
powerful CCP trainings. In addition to
giving participants a beautiful and useful
peacemaking  grounding,  Saturday's
experience will help participants discern
whether they are interested in bringing the
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full 20-hour training to their own peace
and justice communities. On Sunday,
participants will gather in Estes Park for
driving and/or hiking in the beauty of
Rocky Mountain National Park, ending
with an informal liturgy.

The Outreach Committee has set
aside scholarship money for 2 people from
St. Paul’s to attend this weekend. If the
whole weekend seems too much, think
about attending the Friday evening service
at St. John’s, as it promises to be
contemplative and stimulating, or the
Sunday hiking and exploring Rocky
Mountain National Park. All the events
in Rocky Mountain National Park will be
handicapped accessible and easy for
children to participate in.

I will be participating in the
weekend, as I am part of the leadership
team from the Colorado Chapter of
Episcopal Peace Fellowship. If you have
any questions about QOutreach activities
this summer, or you are interested in a
scholarship for the August 6™ — 8 event,
please contact myself, Nancy Smith, Billie
Brown, David Parkhurst or Victoria
Weskamp for more information. The
next meeting of the Outreach Committee
will be August 11™ at 7 p.m. in the
library. Join us!

Blessings,
Charlotte

WARDEN’S CORNER

On April 4, 2008, St. Paul's Episcopal
Church and The Rev. Allan H. Cole
executed a Priest-in-Charge Letter of
Agreement (the Agreement), effective
April 1, 2008. This Agreement expires
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April 1, 2011, a date Father Allan and
your Vestry are fully aware of.

One sentence of the Agreement
states: “The relationship between a Priest-
in-Charge and a Vestry is unique, and it
evolves with a larger covenant of mutual
trust and ministry to each other.” With
this mutual ministry in mind, The Rev.
Lou Blanchard will meet with Father
Allan and the Vestry on June 8, 2010, to
talk about our future together.

The last sentence of the Agreement
1s: “It is understood that the Priest-in-
Charge may become the Rector, if there is
a mutual agreement to do so.”

You have elected the Vestry.
Please know that your Vestry acts on your
behalf, and takes their responsibility to
you and St. Paul's very seriously.

We don't want to wait until the
Agreement expires; we would like to have
things decided for announcement at the
2011 Annual Parish Meeting. This is an
important time in the life at St. Paul's.
Your Vestry has open minds, ears and
hearts. The Vestry is here to serve you.
Please talk to us when you need to.

Peace,

Jill Massey
St. Warden

=
JUNE AND JULY

LOOSE PLATE
OFFERINGS

June — The St. Francis Center

St. Francis Center (SFC) is a not-
for-profit organization with its roots in the
Episcopal Church. It has been a place of
refuge for people who are homeless for 25
years. St. Francis Center is open to both
men and women in the metro Denver



area. It provides a safe and welcoming
environment for people during the day
when other shelters are closed or
overcrowded. At St. Francis Center,
guests have the opportunity to talk with a
social worker, nurse, mental health
counselor, and employment specialist.
Meeting with these professionals is a first
step toward transitioning out of
homelessness. The Center is open year-
round and serves a daily average of more
than 500-700 people.

St. Francis Center envisions a
community where all people are treated
with respect and dignity. The staff and
volunteers seek to manifest God’s love by
serving those in need and allowing them
the dignity and grace to choose their own
path in life. They do this so that all who
need a home will have one; all who need
sustainable income are able to obtain it;
all who need healthcare, can access it. St.
Francis Center envisions a community
where everyone has what they need to live
life in a respectful and dignified manner; a
community where people help each other
because they believe it is the right thing to
do.

In addition to the Day Program
services, SFC offers the following
programs:

Outreach Program serves people
who are homeless and congregating on
the 16th Street Mall and surrounding
parks (downtown Denver), as well as
downtown businesses. The six outreach
workers and two outreach case managers
provide information and referrals to those
who need help locating/accessing resources
to transition out of homelessness. They also
listen to the concerns of downtown
businesses regarding the homeless
- community and assist whenever they can

to build “bridges” between the two
groups.

Employment Program connects
employers with St. Francis Center guests
for both long-term and day-labor jobs.
Employees receive an orientation that
includes information about appropriate
work behavior and attire, as well as
financial management.

Housing Program provides
permanent housing and case management
for participants who are ready to move to
a more structured environment. St
Francis Center case managers help ensure
a successful outcome by providing
assistance with setting goals, obtaining
financial benefits, stabilizing physical,
mental health and substance abuse
concerns, and by encouraging participants
to develop their life skills by pursuing
opportunities for enrichment through
continuing education, recreational
activities, volunteerism and meaningful
work.

July — Jeffco Action Center/Loaves and '

Fishes

Jeffco Action Center's mission is
to provide an immediate response to
basic human needs and to promote
pathways to self-sufficiency. The vision
of Jeffco Action Center is to be a fluid
and financially sound agency that
identifies and responds to the basic
human needs of the residents of
Jefferson County.

Since 1968, Jeffco Action Center
has been committed to expanding and
refining its services to meet clients ever-
changing needs. The Action Center's
goal is to give clients a continuum of
services to meet their current needs and
the means to become self-sufficient. In
working toward this goal, Jeffco Action

Center's services focue on three areac:
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Action Center works in this area by
educating clients and connecting them to
services that are designed to help them
break the cycle of poverty while
becoming self-sufficient. Key partners
include: Metro Community Provider
Network and Exempla Medical Center,
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going to be implementing some of the
Energy Audit recommendations. This
will include some light bulb replacements,
insulating some pipes, sealing up some

doors, and some other activities. In g

addition, I would like to see us cleaning
the stained glass windows in church.

























